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Sarvodaya – The social Business Plan competition was an online event held on 27th November, 

2021. It included talks on numerous topics and also had side events held in three breakout 

rooms. The competition was held by IIT Bombay and Yunus Social Business Centre of VES 

Business School Mumbai for university students from India and Australia. The competition 



included the most critical problem and most efficient and effective solution accordingly in a 

creative form in the three following areas:  

1. Health and nutrition  

2. Education and Skill Development  

3. Women empowerment and Child development.  

The event saw a total of 80 registrations of which 30 shortlisted submissions were presented 

on 27th November, 2021. 

The program was inaugurated by Dr. Nisha Pandey, Chairperson-VES Yunus Social Business 

Centre. She introduced the program to all the guests and audience present and elaborated on 

the purpose and the need of Social Competition in today’s time.  

 

The welcome address was given by Dr. Satish Modh, Director of VESIM Mumbai followed by 

the introduction of the project by the Somskriti Team of the Shailesh J. Mehta School of 

Management, IIT Bombay.  

Mr. Suresh Krishna, Co-founder, MD & CEO of Yunus Social Business Fund, Bengaluru, India. 

Mr. Suresh talked about the roots of Social Business and why it is absolutely necessary that 

Students be involved in Social Businesses.  

 

 



Dr. Nisha Pandey then went on to explain the rules and the evaluation process of the 

competition. She explained that students are expected to find a problem, delve deep into it, 

study the problem carefully and the various aspects related to the problem and then find an 

innovative solution to the problem. The solution must include and would be judged on 5 

aspects viz. 1. Creativity and innovation. 2. Amount of research carried out 3. Existing social 

business in the area 4. Clearly laid out business plan with a comprehensive financial plan 5. 

Presentation of the business canvas, implementation and benefits. 

Three breakout rooms were created. Room 1 was for Health and Nutrition, Room 2 for Women 

empowerment and Child development and Room 3 for Education and skill development. The 

Judges for the competition were Prof. Snehal Chincholkar, Mr. Prathamesh Tawade, Ms. 

Saloni Dhond, Dr. Kavita Kanabar, Ms. Deepali Kamle, Ms. Kavita Verma, Dr. Ravi Jeswani, 

Veni Raparla and Sreejai Srikanth.  

 

After the presentation in the breakout rooms, Mr. Avick Sil, Director of Enviro Policy Research 

India Pvt Ltd talked about the opportunities of Social Business in the area of Environment 

management and assessment.  



 

Prof. Ashish Pandey, Project Partner and Associate Prof. at SJMSOM, IIT Bombay finally gave 

the Closing remarks and concluded the event.  

 

 

30 November,2021 

In connection with the Sarvodaya – Social Business case competition, the next event was 

conducted as part of the Australia-India partnership on 30th November 2021. The event was 

conducted a few days after the conclusion of the first round of the Sarvodaya case competition, 

in which all the teams got a chance to present their solution in front of judges. This Business 

Plan Competition initiative was conducted as part of the project titled “Industry-university 

partnerships for SDG focused internships in Australia and India”. Prof. Ashish Pandey, 

Project Partner and Associate Professor at SJMSOM, IIT Bombay, moderated the event.  

The welcome address to the event was delivered by Prof. Trupti Mishra, Associate Professor 

at SJMSOM, IIT Bombay. She also gave an overview of SJMSOM and IIT Bombay. 



Dr. Ameeta Jain, the Project Head and Senior Lecturer at Deakin University, then spoke about 

the roadmap of the project and gave an idea about the project to all the attendees. Post this, 

two sets of panel discussions were held. 

The panellists in the first panel discussion were Prof. Mahadev Jaiswal, Director at IIM 

Sambalpur, Mr. Charag Krishnan, Partner at McKinsey and company, Prof. Nisha Pandey, 

Professor and Associate Dean at VES Business School, and Ms. Jaya Manchikanti, an expert in 

social sector and a PhD student at Victoria University. The panel discussion was moderated 

by Dr. Ameeta Jain, Project Head and Senior Lecturer at Deakin University, and Dr. Harsh 

Suri, Project Co-Lead and Associate Professor at Deakin University. The panel discussion was 

very insightful, and the panellists gave their perspectives on various social issues. They also 

answered all the questions that were asked by the audience. 

The panellists in the second panel discussion were Mr. Arun Raste, MD and CEO of NCDEX, 

Prof. Devdip Purkayastha, Professor of Practice at Desai Sethi School of Management, IIT 

Bombay, Ms. Arti Vig, India Head at Yunus Centre of Social Business, and Ms. Molina 

Asthana, Vice-President of Law Institute of Victoria. This panel discussion was also 

moderated by Dr. Ameeta Jain and Dr. Harsh Suri. The panellists shared their thoughts on 

different social issues and interacted with the audience.  

Dr. Nisha Pandey then announced the results of the first round of the Sarvodaya competition. 

A total of 16 teams were selected for the final round of the competition. Prof. Ashish Pandey, 

Project Partner and Associate Professor at SJMSOM, IIT Bombay, delivered the vote of thanks 

and concluded the event. 

 

07 December, 2021 

The final round of Sarvodaya – Social Business case competition was held on 07th December 

2021. A total of 16 teams were shortlisted from the initial presentation round. All the 

shortlisted teams were allotted a time slot of 20 minutes for their final interview round, along 

with a Q&A session. Dr. Nisha Pandey, Chairperson-VES Yunus Social Business Centre, 

initially announced the set of rules before the breakout rooms were created. The teams were 

asked to enter the breakout rooms per the provided time slot. The first breakout room 

consisted of all the teams who proposed their solution for the topic ‘Health and Nutrition’. 

The second breakout room was a mixed panel in which teams presented on ‘Education and 

Skill Development’ and ‘Women Empowerment and Child Development’. 



The judges for the first breakout room were Dr. Snehal Chincholkar, Dr . Kavita Kanabar, Ms. 

Deepali Kamle, Ms. Sreejai Sreekanth, and Ms. Saloni Dhond. The judges for the second 

breakout room were Dr. Ravi Jeswani, Dr. Sushma, Ms. Veni Raparla, Ms. Kavita Verma, and 

Mr. Prathmesh Tawade. The judges interacted with the teams on a one-on-one basis and 

provided their marks according to the parameters. 

When the interviews were completed, all the teams and judges joined back the main call to 

listen to some insights from Mr. Varla Bhanu Prakash Reddy. Mr. Reddy is an IIT Madras and 

IIM Bangalore graduate who is the Partner- Director of Gray Logic Technologies Pvt Ltd. He 

spoke about his social entrepreneurship journey and gave some insights about his start-up 

UrbanKisaan. He also spoke about his interactions with Mr. Arunachalam Muruganantham, 

the founder and CEO of Jayashree industries, who is popularly known as the Pad-Man of 

India. He emphasized on the need of having patience when being involved in social 

entrepreneurship. He also gave some suggestions to the participants when they posed a few 

questions to him regarding how to proceed with their ideas further. 

 

 

 

Dr. Nisha Pandey then announced the first and second prize winners in all three domains. A 

special prize was also announced apart from the regular ones. The vote of thanks was 



delivered by Prof. Ashish Pandey, Project Partner and Associate Professor at SJMSOM, IIT 

Bombay, who also gave a few concluding remarks and concluded the event. 

Winners Sarvodaya 2021 

I. Health and Nutrition  

1. Seekers                                   Prize Money     10,000/- 

             KG Somaiyya Institute of Management and Research, Mumbai  

2. Euphoria (IInd Prize )           Prize Money      5000/-  

             Rishihood University, Sonipat,  India  

II. Women  

1. Kaushal     Prize Money     10,000/- 

SJMSOM, IIT Bombay 

2. VESIMSR   Prize Money      5000/- 

Vivekanand Business school, Mumbai 

III. Education  

1. Team Worthy      Prize Money      10000/- 

IES Management College and Research Centre, Mumbai 

2. Finkosh-              Prize Money      5000/- 

Deakin University, Australia  

 

IV. Special Prize 

1. SIES College of Art and Sciences (IInd Prize) (Special Prize – 5000/) 

              SIES College of Art and Sciences, Mumbai 


