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The Social Innovation, Social Business and Sustainable Development Conference was held
on 25th of February 2022 in an online mode. The main focus of this conference was keynote
addresses from prominent speakers, panel discussion and research paper presentation,
highlighting the problems and solutions to various social problems. This conference was a
part of the business analytics and social innovation conference (BASIC) 2022.



The inaugural ceremony of the conference started at 9:30 with Saraswati Vandana. Mrs.
Saloni Dhond, PhD Scholar from VESIM, introduced the members of the organising
committee. Dr. Sandeep Bhardwaj, Dean Academics, VBS, highlighted the importance of
social innovation at Vivekananda Business School. He also gave an introduction of the
keynote speakers to the conference.

Dr Nisha Pandey-



Further Dr Nisha Pandey, who is the chairperson of the Yunus Centre for Social Business at
VBS, and also the convenor of the conference, introduced the theme of conference. She also
quoted some life changing quotes from Bhagwad Geeta and gave their beautiful explanations.
She majorly stressed on the need to create social value and strategic innovation by optimizing
the available resources. She also discussed the application of social innovation and also the
recent development in academia concerning social innovation. She also shared a welcome
note.



Dr Sachin Deshmukh-

The next address was given by Dr Sachin Deshmukh, the director of VBS. He explained the
meaning of social innovation and also spoke about encouraging young social innovators. He
gave beautiful quotes to encourage students. He talked about the articles and gave examples
from across the world related to social innovation. He also gave a brief introduction of the
ideation lab at VBS. He said that students are free to visit this lab, discuss their ideas
regarding start-ups and expect all the help that the college can provide. He also talked about
the social initiatives like drones for farmers and for police patrolling and flying cars and
their uses to solve different problems faced by the society.



Dr Urvashi Sahni-



The next keynote address was given by Dr. Urvashi Sahni, who was the chief guest of the
conference. Dr. Sahni is the founder and CEO of Study Hall Educational Foundation. She
talked about the importance of social Innovation and sustainability and also the impact of
sustainability on the planet. She constantly emphasised on the word “Social” and it’s real
meaning. She also talked about her journey, her personal experiences which inspired her for
social innovation. She also talked about the Study Hall Education foundation’s contribution
to the education field and all the novel work they have done. She wants to bring a systematic
change in the field of education. She also addressed the problems in Indian education
systems and explained solutions based on them. She said that the curriculum should be
centred on these problems. She asked the students to ask themselves questions like who I am
and how I am related to the society and what I can do to bring a positive change in the
society. She also discussed the caste problems, poverty, inequality that still prevail in the
society and how we can try to tackle them. She also stressed the importance of “Constitution-
We the people”. She also talked about Social businesses, their importance and relationship
with money. She talked about how all enterprises should be socially motivated and focus on
goals rather than money. She also gave a brief idea about critical feminist pedagogy. She
talked about active citizenship education to teach women and girls about their rights in the
society. She talked about Vidya and recognizing and remembering the things that do matter in
life. Finally, she talked about Artificial Intelligence and its impact on education, jobs, etc and
how realization of social responsibility affects human value and sustainability.

Dr Roshan Miranda-



The next address was given by Dr. Roshan Miranda who is the founder of Bintix. He spoke
about the impact of social innovation on the technological sector. He also discussed the key
elements that drive social innovation and gave an ideal path for social organizations. He also
talked about his journey of waste management at Bintix. Bintix is an organization which
creates data by scanning the waste of households and trying to find out the consumption of
these households. He gave a matrix of probability v/s impact of social development. He also
talked about the importance of scalability for any organisation and the ideal path social
organisation should follow to achieve this scalability. Talk about data generation from Waste.
The insights given by him were really fruitful.



Dr. Kalpana Sankar-



The next speaker was Dr. Kalpana Sankar, who is the managing trustee of Hand In Hand
organisation. She gave a brief introduction of the Hand In Hand organisation and shared its
vision. She focused on her goal to create 10 million jobs in this sector by the year 2025. She
also talked about the impact of hand-in-hand on child labour, skill development, woman
empowerment and health care. She talked about Hand in Hand India Academy for Social
Entrepreneurship and how this will benefit the people. She gave key considerations for social
innovation like networks, gender equality and rights and providing equal opportunities. She
discussed building help desks with battery operated car services to reach the people that are
in dire need of the same. She talked about enhancing social security and the shared value
concept reforming CSR activities. She also expressed her goal of setting up a Life Science
Centre. She also talked about India's undergoing long-term changes regarding social
innovation. She talked about enhancement of social security and also building platforms for
social networking in order to give equal opportunities to the society. Finally, she expressed
her desire to bring women and the poor into the economic fold of the country.

Mr. Manish Anand-



The next speaker was Mr. Manish Anand who is the CEO of IHUB Divya Sampark. Mr.
Anand talked about catalyzing innovation via diversity and flexibility. He also gave



information about IHUB Divya Sampark. He also talked about India’s research capabilities
and global share in research. He talked about the difference between invention and
innovation. He also explained different challenges faced in technological innovations. He
focused on converting knowledge into useful products in order to help society. He talked
about technologies for the future like Artificial Intelligence AI, Internet of things IOT, etc and
social business opportunities in those sectors. He talked about the different projects of IHUB
Divya Sampark and also gave information regarding funding support to researchers and
fellowship. Then he answered a few questions regarding the funding support.

Dr Sandesh R-



The next address was given by Dr. Sandesh R, who is the Professor at IIT Bombay. Dr.
Sandesh talked about product design, product and livelihood and also talked about the



different products to support social innovation. He talked about designing a tool to enrich the
entire value chain. He described livelihood as an outcome driven process to create and
enhance the living style of the people. He also talked about the different products developed
like Knockdown furniture produced by Adivasi people of the padas of Aarey forest and
Dhekanal-Dokra case study. He emphasized on the effective transfer of design and
technology to the people. He also talked about skilling and training human cadre
development and also gave a brief insight about the production approach for rural economy.

Dr Manish Arora-



Dr, Manish Arora, the conference organising secretary, gave the closing address of the
inaugural ceremony of the conference. He thanked all the dignitaries for the contribution and
shared his own views on the future of Social Innovation. This marked the end of the inaugural
ceremony and we moved on to the panel discussion.


